City of Norfolk’s Legislative Priority #1

The City of Norfolk opposed the elimination of the existing legislative
moratorium on uranium mining in Virginia.

Virginia Uranium, Inc. has proposed to begin mining uranium deposits on its Coles Hill
property in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. But before any mining can occur, the
Commonwealth must lift the statutory moratorium on uranium mining that has been in
effect statewide for several decades.

Norfolk’s opposition to the lifting of the moratorium on uranium mining in Virginia is
predominately predicated on the argument that the existing environmental and public
health regulatory structure for traditional mining operations in the Commonwealth is
fundamentally flawed. Uranium mining is a completely new and unfamiliar mining
industry to the Commonwealth with never-before-seen dangers, and requires an
entirely new regulatory framework.

To be effective, this new regulatory framework will be comprehensive and complicated,
as compared to Virginia’s current mining regulatory structure. However, the venue for
testing a new experimental regulatory structure and new uranium mining technology in
a precipitous climate like Virginia should not be in a mining operation where the
consequences of effort would be catastrophic to such a vital and important water

supply.
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% A RESOLUTION STATING THE CITY OF NORFOLK'S
ﬁﬁﬁ/ OPPOSITION TO THE MINING OF URANIUM IN THE

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA.

WHEREAS, the City of Norfolk is a regional purveyor of
high quality drinking water that contributes to the health and
quality of 1life for the City's residents as well as its
vigitors; and

WHEREAS, the cities of 'Virginia.'Beach, Chesapeake,
Portsmouth and various military installations depend on the City
of Norfolk for all or part of their water supply; and

WHEREAS, there have been a number of studies relating
to uranium mining in Virginia, several of which bhave dealt
specifically with the proposed Virginia Uranium, Inc. mine and
milling facility at Coles Hill in Pittsylvania County, upstream
of the John H. Kerr Reservoir and Lake Gaston; and

WHEREAS, two of the studies congisted of economic
assessments of the proposed Coles Hill Project, and both such
studies found that one large, or several small, accidents or
releases would significantly reverse the economic benefit of the
project, even if no serious harm to people or the environment

occurred; and




WHEREAS, a study prepared by the National Academies of
Sciences (NAS) dindicates that (1) disposal cells in which
radioactive taillings are stored represent significant long-term
risks for radiological and other contamination; (2) limited data
exist to confirm the long-term effectiveness of uranium tailings
disposal cells; and (3) extreme natural events combined with
human error have the potential to result in the release of
contaminants i1f disposal cells are not designed, constructed or
maintained properly, or i1f such cells fail to perform as
envigioned; and

WHEREAS, the NAS study concluded that the Commonwealth |
of Virginia has no experience with uranium mining, that federal
government has little or no experience applying existing law
and regulations to states with wet climates and extreme
precipitation events, and that ‘“there are gaps in legal and
regulatory coverage for activities involved in uranium mining,
processing, reclamation, and long-term stewardship.. [and].. steep
hurdles to be surmounted before mining and/or processing could
be established within a regulatory environment that is
appropriately protective of the heath and safety of workers, the
public, and the environment”, and

WHEREAS, a study prepared by Michael Baker Engineers,
under contract to the City of Virginia Beach, indicates that in

the aftermath of an assumed catastrophe, radioactivity in the




main body of Lake Gaston would remain above state and federal
regulatory levels for up to two months during wet years and six
to sixteen months during dry years; and

WHEREAS, for a number of legal, regulatory, political,
institutional and technical reasons, it is highly likely that a
major release of tailings downstream from the Coles Hill site
would force the City of Virginia Beach to discontinue pumping of
the Lake Gaston Water Supply Project, at least until contaminant
levels had dropped well below state and federal regulatory
levels; and

WHEREAS, during droughts, the Lake Gaston Water Supply
Project provides up to one-third of the water in the Norfolk,
Virginia Beach and Chesapeake water systems, and the loss of the
Lake Gaston Water Supply project for an extended period of time
could result in water shortages far greater than those occurring
in the 1980-81 drought; and

WHEREAS, operations vital to maintaining the nation’s
defense readiness at the various military installations located
in Hampton roads could be adversel§ impacted by water shortages
that could result from a eignificant release of tailings,
especially during dry period; and

WHEREAS, even a release of radioactive tailings of

lesser proportions than the worst case scenario modeled in the

Michael Baker gtudy would result in serious economic impacts to




those axeas even after radioactivity levels declined to levels
within legal 1limit because of the inevitability of negative
public perceptions and the resultant damage to the regions’
images and reputations as attractive business and wvacation
destinations; and
WHEREAS, it i1s absolutely clear, based upon the
National Academy of Sciences and other studies, that it cannot
be demonstrated to a reasonable degree of certainty that there
would be no significant release of radioactive sediments
downstream of the Coles Hill site under any circumstances; and
WHEREAS, while the probability of major tailings
release is small, the adverse conseguences of such a release
would be enormous and unacceptable; now therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Norfolk:
Section 1:- That the City Council of the City of
Norfolk hereby formally states its opposition to
uranium mining din Virxginia, including the proposed
Virginia Uranium, Inc. project at Coles Hill, and to
the elimination of the existing legislative moratorium
on uranium mining in Virginia.
Section 2:- That this resolution shall be in
effect from the date of its adoption.
Adopted by Council July 24, 2012 '
Effective July 24, 2012
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