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As s et M ap p ing
Identify ing & M ob iliz ing a Com m u nity ’s As s ets

▪W hat do y ou think as s et m ap p ing is ?

▪“The generalp roces s ofidentify ing and p rov iding
inform ation ab ou t a com m u nity ’s as s ets ,or the
s tatu s ,condition,b ehav ior,know ledge,or s kills that a
p ers on,grou p ,or entity p os s es s es , w hich s erv es as a
s u p p ort,res ou rce,or s ou rce ofs trength to one’s s elf
and others in the com m u nity.” –Healthy City

▪“As s et m ap p ing p rov ides inform ation ab ou t the
s trengths and res ou rces ofa com m u nity and can help
u ncov er s olu tions .O nce com m u nity s trengths and
res ou rces are inv entoried and dep icted in a m ap ,y ou
can m ore eas ily think ab ou t how to b u ild on thes e
as s ets to addres s com m u nity needs and im p rov e
health.” –UCLA Center for Health Policy Research

W ha tisa sse tm a pping ?
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Id e ntifying Asse ts

▪Talents and s kills p eop le p os s es s

▪As s ociations ,netw orks ,relations hip s

▪Ins titu tions and p rofes s ionalentities

▪Phy s icalas s ets -land,p rop erty ,b u ildings ,eq u ip m ent

▪Econom ic as s ets -p rodu ctiv e w ork ofindiv idu als ,
cons u m er s p ending,localb u s ines s as s ets

▪Cu ltu re/Stories

A foc usonthe a sse ts,notthe d e fic its!

Asse tMa pping Me thod s

▪Com m u nity -Engaged M ap p ing:u s es focu s /b reakou t grou p s to dis cu s s localas s ets

▪Socialinv es tigation:u s es s ev eralm ethods to gather inform ation ab ou t the
com m u nity.Can b e u s ed w ith com m u nity -engaged m ap p ing.

▪ Interv iew s :collecting inform ation from p eop le in y ou r neighb orhood in a w ay that s u p p orts
p os itiv e rap p ort

▪ Su rv ey :as king q u es tions ab ou t the com m u nity either in p ers on,ov er the p hone,or
electronically

▪ Com m u nity -w alk:w alking throu gh the neighb orhood and collecting inform ation on local
res ou rces . O p p ortu nity to u s e v ideo or p hotos to docu m ent as s ets

M os t as s et m ap p ing inv olv es m ap s .This help s v is u alize the res ou rces -b oth p hy s icaland s ocial.
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Be ne fitsofAsse tMa pping

▪Su p p orts s trategic efforts b y b u ilding
on neighb orhood s trengths /p os itiv es

▪Allow s indiv idu als to u s e their heads ,
hands ,and heart to create and b u ild in
their neighb orhoods /com m u nities

▪Leads to neighb orhood cohes ion and
em p ow erm ent

▪Creates aw arenes s

▪Breaks dow n b arriers

▪Lev erage res ou rces

▪Ev ery one can m ake a difference-y ou th
to s eniors

▪Help s y ou to adv ocate for y ou r
neighb orhood

▪Help s neighb ors b etter u nders tand
their s u rrou ndings

▪Com m u nity dev elop m ent

▪Su p p orts N eighb ors Bu ilding
N eighb orhoods ideas

W he nshould youe ng a g e ina sse tm a pping ?

▪W hen res idents are interes ted in identify ing w hat’s av ailab le to them -res ou rces and s erv ices

▪W hen y ou ’re interes ted in learning w hat res idents cons ider to b e as s ets ,how they u s e them ,and
w hy

▪W hen y ou w ant to s ee w hat’s m is s ing from a neighb orhood/com m u nity

▪You ’re ready to s tart s trategic p lanning for y ou r neighb orhood

▪To engage neighb ors in im p rov ing ex is ting res ou rces ,m aking connections ,and harnes s ing
com m u nity energy
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Be fore YouBe g in

▪W ho’s doing the as s et m ap p ing?

▪W hy are y ou doing the as s et m ap p ing? W hat’s y ou r p u rp os e?

▪How w illy ou collect the data? How do y ou p lan to u s e the data?

▪How engaged are res idents ? Are p eop le m otiv ated to p articip ate

▪W ho’s inv olv ed? Is this a div ers e grou p ?

▪Are y ou com m itted to the p roces s ?

Don’t ju s t u s e it gather data! It’s an op p ortu nity to dev elop
relations hip s (internaland ex ternal),m ob iliz e res idents ,and
creating neighb orhoods ofchoice.

Le t’sg ive thisa sse tm a pping
toola try!
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W a ystoPre se ntthe Da ta

▪Analy s is

▪ U s ing Geograp hic Inform ation Sy s tem
tools (do y ou know w hat free
res ou rces are offered on the City of
N orfolk’s w eb s ite?)

▪ Qu alitativ e Data (s tory telling)

▪Rep orts

▪ Eas y to read and s hare (com b ines
res u lts and v is u als )

▪Pres entations

▪ Pow erPoint

▪ Handou ts

▪Datab as e

▪ To s hare electronically

▪ Detailed and can b e continu ou s ly
u p dated

Asse tm a pping re sourc e s

ABCD Toolkit
http ://w w w .ab cdins titu te.org/docs /Diane% 2 0 Dorfm an-

M ap p ing-Com m u nity -As s ets -W orkBook(1 )-1 .p df

Particip atory As s et M ap p ing
http ://w w w .com m u nity s cience.com /know ledge4 eq u ity /As

s etM ap p ingToolkit.p df

Building Communities From the Inside Out: A Path Toward
Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s Assets
b y John P.Kretz m ann and John L.M cKnight

You r N eighb orhood Dev elop m ent Sp ecialis t
(W e’re alltrained in as s et m ap p ing)
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O ther res ou rces /tools to b u ild
s trong neighb orhoods :

• N BN Academ y
• N eighb orhood Ex p o
• N BN W eb s ite:w w w .N orfolk.gov /N BN
• C3 s u p p ort from y ou r N eighb orhood

Dev elop m ent Sp ecialis t
• Renov ate N orfolk
• Rent Ready N orfolk
• N orfolk Cares
• N eighb orhood Qu ality

… .allin the Dep artm ent of
N eighb orhood Dev elop m ent

Thanks for p articip ating!

To learn how y ou can condu ct as s et m ap p ing in y ou r neighb orhood,
contact N eighb orhood Engagem ent at:

neighb orhoodengage@ N orfolk.gov or 6 6 4 .4 0 8 0


