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Central Brambleton
Stormwater Ponds in
Neighborhoods

S

tormwater ponds can be
a beautiful, as well as a
useful, part of the community
landscape. Native plants that
require no fertilizer or pesticide
will do well in a pond area.

N

ative plants and shrubs will
entice birds and butterflies
to the pond. Little care is needed
after these plants are established
as they are adapted to native
soils and climate.

What are
Stormwater Ponds?
Stormwater or retention
ponds are a typical sight
in many urban areas,
a n d a re f re q u e n t l y
found scattered about in
subdivisions as a means
to manage rainwater and
prevent flooding. The
pond is designed to fill
with water during a storm
and discharge the water
through an outlet structure
which releases water at a
rate similar to the rate of
flow before the watershed
was developed.
To capture runoff, each
stormwater pond must
have an empty space that
can fill with water during
a storm. The ponds catch
and hold runoff from
developed urban and
suburban areas such as
parking lots, lawns, and
roads. Ponds reduce the
speed of water joining
nearby waterways and
protect surrounding areas
from floods and erosion,
by inter rupting the
surface flow and storing
the excessive rainwater.
Slowing down the flow
of water also allows
chemicals and sediments
that are suspended in
the water to settle to the
bottom, which improves
water quality in our
waterways.

Ballentine Storm Water Pond

Neighborhood Project

Central Brambleton
Storm Water Pond Rendering

Street View

A new pond to help reduce flooding is currently under design for your neighborhood.
Stormwater ponds, while providing
stormwater management and protection of
water quality downstream, also create vistas
and recreational opportunities. Stormwater
ponds are focal points of many communities,
often equipped with fountains and walking
trails. Opportunities for birdwatching and
wildlife viewing encourage residents to enjoy
life in nature.

Other Benefits
• Habitat improvement: Constructed wetlands,
because they retain a permanent water pool,
provide excellent wildlife habitat. Many wildlife
species are dependent on or otherwise utilize
wetland habitats, including waterfowl, wading
birds, shorebirds and songbirds, furbearers such
as beaver, muskrat and mink, and a variety of
amphibians like turtles, frogs, salamanders, and
toads. An important factor affecting the habitat
value of a constructed wetland is the surrounding
landscape. Isolated wetlands provide significant
habitat value.
• Community livability: Constructed ponds are
an aesthetically pleasing practice. A variety of
vegetation can also be used, including perennial
plants, shrubs, and trees.

• Shade trees and other vegetation reduce
urban heat islands by lowering surface and air
temperatures.
• Health benefits: Green spaces may improve
mental and physical health for residents and
reduce crime.
• Economic benefits and savings: In addition to
water quality and flood control benefits, properly
designed and integrated constructed pond practices
provide life-cycle cost savings and can enhance the
value of surrounding property.

We Want Your
Feedback
Please join us for a
virtual public meeting
on February 11, 2021
at 6:30 PM.
Visit www.
norfolk.gov/
CentralBrambleton to
join the meeting by
Zoom or phone.

As part of the City of Norfolk’s continuing improvement to the stormwater
infrastructure, the Central Brambleton Avenue Stormwater Pond is slated for an
upgrade. The proposed changes are detailed below.

New pond

Current pond with
modifications & fountains

Enhancements to Central Brambleton Pond will include removal of the small peninsulas from
each end of the existing pond and a new, second pond will be added. This will provide more
space for water to flow off of your streets. Additionally, pumps will be added to allow the city to
reduce the amount of water in both ponds before it rains to make space for any predicted stormwater runoff. Stormwater runoff from other neighborhoods will not be redirected to these new
ponds. To further help with flooding and aesthetics, both ponds will be surrounded by plantings
which will include meadow wildflowers and trees. The views are expected to be open and airy
around the ponds’ perimeters.

Design Consultant
The Timmons Group is currently working
on the design for Central Brambleton
Pond. They have been reecognized for
nearly 25 years as one of Engineering
News Record’s top 500 design firm. They
provide civil engieering, structural,
environmental, electrical, geotechnical,
GIS/ geospatial technology, landscape
architecture and surveying services to a
diverse client base.

Will A Pond Bring
More Mosquitos?
Wet retention basins are designed to hold
permanent pools of water. These systems are
usually between 3 and 8 feet in depth. Most
mosquitoes only breed in shallow standing
water (i.e. less than 3 feet) or deeply vegetated
waters so mosquito breeding should not occur.
Aerators can be added to these fountains to
agitate the water thereby deterring mosquitoes
since they prefer standing water.

Ammenities Near Your
Neighborhood
Norfolk has some great places to relax, work
out, swim or catch up on your reading while
staying close to home. Try out one of these
great places, all within two miles of your
neighborhood:
• Huntersville Community Center (1 mile)
Features an indoor basketball court,
computer room, game room, gymnasium,
indoor pool
• Jordan-Newby Anchor Branch (1.4 miles)
This library features a children’s play area and
public computers
• Grandy Village Community Center (1.6 miles)
Features an indoor and outdoor basketball
court, a gymnasium and outdoor playground
• The Kroc Center (1.7 miles)
Features lard indoor pool with slides, multiuse gymnasium, state-of-the art fitness
equipment, climbing wall, group exercise
classes, and event space.
• Southside Aquatics Center (2.2 miles)
Features a large indoor swimming pool with
two diving boards and a two-story twisty
tube slide, and a party room for community
rental.

Southside Aquatic Center on Campostella
Rd. hosts aquatic programs & classes and
a two-story slide.

Jordan-Newby Public Library at Broad
Creek offers a children’s patio, art room,
reading terrace, meeting and study rooms,
public computers and more.
For more information on community rec centers
you can call Recreation, Parks and Open Spaces
at 757-823-4291 or email rpos@norfolk.gov

