
PPeerrmmiitttteedd DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

A CBPA tree permit may be required for 
constructing New Single-Family homes or 
Additions located within the CBPAOD. 

CCBBPPAA VViioollaattiioonnss

TThhee rreemmoovvaall ooff pprrootteecctteedd vveeggeettaattiioonn wwiitthhoouutt

aa ppeerrmmiitt iiss aa ccllaassss 11 mmiissddeemmeeaannoorr,, ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo aa

ssuummmmoonnss ttoo ccoouurrtt,, ffiinneess,, aanndd rreessttoorraattiioonn

oorrddeerrss..

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff CCiittyy PPllaannnniinngg
810 Union Street 

Suite 508 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Phone (757) 664-4752 
Fax (757) 441-1569 

Last Updated: 12/16/2020

CONSTRUCTION GENERAL 
PERMIT PROCESS (SWPPP)
Tree Permits within Chesapeake Bay 

 Preservation Areas 



TTrreeee PPeerrmmiittss wwiitthhiinn CChheessaappeeaakkee BBaayy PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn AArreeaass ((CCBBPPAA))

BBaacckkggrroouunndd
In 1988, the Virginia General Assembly 

enacted the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act 

(CBPA) which required all Tidewater Virginia 

localities to establish local programs to 

protect and improve water quality in the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed and its tributaries. 

In response to the CBPA, the City of Norfolk 

adopted regulations into its Zoning Ordinance 

in March of 1992 known as the Chesapeake 

Bay Preservation Area Overlay District 

(CBPAOD). In 2018, Norfolk updated its zoning 

ordinance and the CBPAOD.  

The CBPAOD protects trees and other 

vegetation located within a 100-foot buffer 

landward from the upper limits of tidal 

wetlands. 

IIss mmyy pprrooppeerrttyy iinn tthhee CCBBPPAA??

https://air.norfolk.gov/#/ Go to legend on the 
top right of the map, select the zoning option 
and turn on CBPA. Red (IDA) or green (RPA) 
checker pattern are the CBPA boundaries. Can 
also be determined by selecting the planning 
tab center of screen within blue stripe and 
scrolling to CBPA reference.

WWhheenn iiss CCBBPPAA ttrreeee ppeerrmmiitt rreeqquuiirreedd??

If your property is in CBPA and you plan 

to prune, remove, or disturb any tree, 

shrub or other vegetation on private 

property located within 100-foot CBPA 

Buffer. Norfolk Tree Ordinance.  

Working underground within the dripline 

of trees that cuts tree roots or changing 

the grade requires and inspection and   

permit. 

WWhhyy ddooeess tthhee CCiittyy ooff NNoorrffoollkk rreeqquuiirree

CCBBPPAA ttrreeee ppeerrmmiittss??

The City must comply with the 
Commonwealth’s Chesapeake Bay Act 
regulations. The state regulations are 
intended protect forested and vegetated 
buffers adjacent to the Chesapeake Bay and 
its tributaries. Trees contribute to improving 
the water quality of the Bay. 

HHooww ttoo ttrreeeess pprrootteecctt wwaatteerr qquuaalliittyy??

Trees and other vegetation growing along 
shorelines remove excess nutrients and other 
chemicals reduce stormwater runoff/flooding, 
trap sediment, reduce erosion and provide 
channel/bank stability. 

WWhhaatt aarree aapppprroopprriiaattee rreeaassoonnss ffoorr

rreeqquueessttiinngg aa CCBBPPAA ttrreeee ppeerrmmiitt??

 RReemmoovviinngg ddeeaadd oorr ddiisseeaasseedd ttrreeeess

 PPrruunniinngg ttoo pprroovviiddee mmiinniimmaall ssiigghhtt lliinneess

aanndd vviissttaass

 PPrroovviiddiinngg mmiinniimmaall ppeerrvviioouuss aacccceessss

ppaatthhss ffoorr sshhoorreelliinnee aacccceessss

 FFoorr aapppprroovveedd ddeevveellooppmmeenntt pprroojjeeccttss

HHooww ddoo II aappppllyy ffoorr aa ttrreeee ppeerrmmiitt??

CCoonnttaacctt JJaacckk EErrwwiinn,, LLaannddssccaappee CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr aatt

775577--666644--44775511 oorr jjaacckk..eerrwwiinn@@nnoorrffoollkk..ggoovv ttoo

sscchheedduullee aa ssiittee vviissiitt aanndd iinnssppeeccttiioonn..

HHooww lloonngg ddooeess tthhee ppeerrmmiitt pprroocceessss ttaakkee

aanndd wwhhaatt iiss tthhee ccoosstt??

In most cases, a site visit and inspection can 
occur within two to three business days. There 
is no cost for the permit. 

DDoo II hhaavvee ttoo rreeppllaaccee ttrreeeess aanndd vveeggeettaattiioonn

ppeerrmmiitttteedd ffoorr rreemmoovvaall??

YYeess,, mmiittiiggaattiioonn ((ppllaanntt rreeppllaacceemmeenntt)) iiss

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd bbyy tthhee ttyyppee,, ccoonnddiittiioonn,, ssiizzee,, aanndd

nnuummbbeerr ooff ppllaannttss ppeerrmmiitttteedd ffoorr rreemmoovvaall..


