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HAMPTON ROADS NEWS MEDIA TOOLKIT 
 
OFFICE POLICIES 
 

Norfolk Plea Agreement Philosophy, Policies, and Procedures 
https://www.norfolk.gov/DocumentCenter/View/70948/Norfolk-Commonwealths-Attorneys-
Office-Plea-Philosophy-Policies-and-Procedures-03-21-2022  

 
Policy To Reduce Court Debt Collection Fees 
https://www.norfolk.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=6894  
 
Virginia State Bar Rules of Professional Conduct 
https://vsb.org/Site/Site/about/rules-regulations/rpc-part6-sec2.aspx   

 
STUDIES, FACT SHEETS, AND NEWS REPORTS 
 

Bail Reform 
 Moving Beyond Money: A Primer on Bail Reform | Harvard Law School Criminal 

Justice Policy Program | https://www.prisonpolicy.org/scans/cjpp/FINAL-Primer-on-
Bail-Reform.pdf  

 
Child Abuse 

 COVID-19 school closings and child abuse reports: Research exposes dangerous link 
| The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard Kennedy School's Shorenstein Center) | 
https://journalistsresource.org/education/school-closings-child-abuse-research/  

 
Crime Coverage 

 Building a Better Beat: A New Approach to Public Safety Reporting | The Center for 
Just Journalism | https://justjournalism.org/page/building-a-better-beat-a-new-
approach-to-public-safety-reporting  

 Local newsrooms want to stop sensationalizing crime, but it’s hard | Poynter | 
https://www.poynter.org/ethics-trust/2023/journalists-if-it-bleeds-it-leads-
accountability-reporting/ 
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 Media Guide: 10 Crime Coverage Dos and Don’ts | The Sentencing Project | 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/fact-sheet/media-guide-10-crime-coverage-dos-
and-donts/  

 7 things journalists should know about guns | The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard 
Kennedy School's Shorenstein Center) | https://journalistsresource.org/criminal-
justice/gun-things-journalists-should-know/ 

 10 Ways States Can Lower Crime | The Council of State Governments Justice Center 
| https://projects.csgjusticecenter.org/tools-for-states-to-address-crime/10-ways-states-
can-lower-crime/ 

 
Domestic Violence 

 An Informational Guide for Domestic Violence Victims in Virginia: Understanding 
the Legal Process for Victims of Family Abuse | Virginia State Crime Commission | 
http://vscc.virginia.gov/informational-guide-domestic-violence-victims-virginia-
english.pdf  

 
Gun Violence 

 Americans’ Experiences With Gun-Related Violence, Injuries, And Deaths | KFF | 
https://www.kff.org/other/poll-finding/americans-experiences-with-gun-related-
violence-injuries-and-deaths/  

 Can universal background checks curb gun violence? Here’s what the research says. | 
The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard Kennedy School's Shorenstein Center) | 
https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/background-checks-gun-
violence-research/ 

 Do loose gun laws lead to more gun deaths? Sometimes, but not always. | Poynter | 
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2023/gun-control-laws-reduce-homicide-
deaths-true-false/  

 Gun buybacks: What the research says | The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard Kennedy 
School's Shorenstein Center) | https://journalistsresource.org/health/gun-buybacks-
what-the-research-says/  

 The multibillion-dollar costs of firearm injuries: Research and resources to consider | 
The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard Kennedy School's Shorenstein Center) | 
https://journalistsresource.org/economics/firearm-injury-economic-costs/  

 No, government data does not show that defensive gun use saves lives | Poynter | 
https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2022/defensive-gun-use-data-save-lives-
department-justice/ 

 Pediatric Trauma Surgeon Urges Public Health Focus On Gun Deaths | National 
Criminal Justice Association | https://www.ncja.org/crimeandjusticenews/pediatric-
trauma-surgeon-urges-public-health-focus-on-gun-deaths 

 Surge in 'Ghost Guns,' Child-Related Accidental Shootings | National Criminal 
Justice Association | https://www.ncja.org/crimeandjusticenews/surge-in-ghost-guns-
child-related-accidental-shootings 

 The Surprising Geography of Gun Violence | Politico | 
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2023/04/23/surprising-geography-of-gun-
violence-00092413  
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 The Two-Decade Red State Murder Problem | Third Way | 
https://www.thirdway.org/report/the-two-decade-red-state-murder-problem  

 
Juvenile Crime 

 Fact Sheet: Second Chances for Children in the Criminal Legal System | The 
Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth and the National Center for Victims of 
Crime | https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/NCVCCFSY-Fact-Sheet-January-
2023.pdf 

 A Majority of Voters Support an End to Extreme Sentences for Children | Data for 
Progress, The Justice Collaborative Institute, & Fair and Just Prosecution |  
https://www.fairandjustprosecution.org/staging/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/Juvenile-Life-Without-Parole-Polling-Report.pdf  

 Virginia School Shooting Tests How Young Is Too Young to be Prosecuted | The 
Marshall Project | https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/01/14/virginia-school-
shooting-juvenile-justice-minimum-age  

 
Local/Virginia Reporting 

 The Data on Gun Violence and Nightlife in NFK | NFK Currents | 
https://nfkva.com/the-data-on-gun-violence-and-nightlife-in-nfk/  

 Dozens of recent Hampton Roads murder cases have collapsed in court. Here's why 
this is happening. | 13News Now | 
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/13news-now-investigates/hampton-
roads-homicide-conviction-rates-witness-protection-program-virginia/291-3baecbbe-
9a14-441c-8ed8-d37dbf53ee9f  

 For many defendants in Hampton Roads, pretrial freedom is a pipe dream | The 
Virginian-Pilot | https://www.pilotonline.com/2023/09/17/for-many-defendants-in-
hampton-roads-pretrial-freedom-is-a-pipe-dream/  

 How Norfolk police use 172 automatic license plate reading cameras| The Virginian-
Pilot | https://www.pilotonline.com/2023/06/19/how-norfolk-police-use-172-
automatic-license-plate-reading-cameras/  

 In Virginia, Money—Not Justice—Drives Prosecution | Vera Institute | 
https://www.vera.org/news/in-virginia-money-not-justice-drives-prosecution  

 Norfolk installed license plate reading cameras that can follow a car throughout the 
city | The Virginian-Pilot | https://www.pilotonline.com/government/local/vp-nw-
norfolk-flock-cameras-20230524-fgyzjyjutndpla44hdzpvsm454-story.html  

 Taking Back the Community: Lesser gun charges often foretell violent killings | 
WAVY | https://www.wavy.com/community/taking-back-the-community/taking-back-
the-community-lesser-gun-charges-often-foretell-violent-killings/  

 Virginia ranks as one of America's 10 safest states, study says | Richmond Times-
Dispatch | https://richmond.com/news/state-and-regional/crime-and-courts/top-10-
safest-states-virginia-no-8/article_3f1eb8ea-edb8-11ed-968b-27b26fbd8576.html 

 'We need help:' City of Suffolk begins new initiative to curb violent crime | WTKR | 
https://www.wtkr.com/news/we-need-help-city-of-suffolk-begins-new-initiative-to-
curb-violent-crime  
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Opioids 
 Opioid Use Disorder Screening and Treatment in Local Jails, 2019 | U.S. Department 

of Justice Office of Justice Programs Bureau of Justice Statistics | 
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/oudstlj19.pdf  

 States are getting billions from opioid settlements. Now what? | The Washington Post 
| https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/05/19/states-are-getting-billions-
opioid-settlements-now-what/ 

 
Parole & Probation 

 Mortality, health, and poverty: the unmet needs of people on probation and parole | 
Prison Policy Initiative | 
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2023/04/03/nsduh_probation_parole/  

 
Prosecutorial Reform 

 Changing the Narrative: The Prosecutor’s Role in Fostering Connections to 
Community-Based Care | The Council of State Governments Justice Center, 
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, and National District Attorneys Association | 
https://csgjusticecenter.org/publications/changing-the-narrative-the-prosecutors-role-
in-fostering-connections-to-community-based-care/  

 Preface: New Directions in Prosecutorial Reform | American Criminal Law Review 
(Georgetown Law) | https://www.law.georgetown.edu/american-criminal-law-
review/in-print/volume-60-number-4-fall-2023/preface-new-directions-in-
prosecutorial-reform/  

 
Protective Orders 

 Protective Orders in Virginia - A Guide for Victims | Virginia State Crime 
Commission | http://vscc.virginia.gov/protective-orders-virginia-guide-victims-
english.pdf  

 
Recidivism 

 Arrest History of Persons Admitted to State Prison in 2009 and 2014 | U.S. 
Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs Bureau of Justice Statistics | 
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/ahpasp0914.pdf  

 Choosing not to prosecute low-level crimes may reduce future crime, research finds | 
The Journalist’s Resource (Harvard Kennedy School's Shorenstein Center) | 
https://journalistsresource.org/criminal-justice/prosecution-choices-future-crime/ 

 Jail Populations, Violent Crime, and COVID-19 | CUNY Institute for State & Local 
Governance & the Safety and Justice Challenge | 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fcea962a1b4d771ad256fcc/t/6419acba78a06a2
2face1583/1679404220271/Jail+Populations,+Violent+Crime,+and+COVID-
19+full+report+March+23.pdf 

 Virginia’s Recidivism Rate Remains Among Nation’s Lowest | Virginia Department 
of Corrections | https://vadoc.virginia.gov/news-press-releases/2023/virginia-s-
recidivism-rate-remains-among-nation-s-lowest/  

 
Restorative Justice 
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 Accountability and Repair: The Prosecutor’s Case for Restorative Justice | New York 
Law School Review | 
https://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1449&context=nyls_law
_review 

 Building Community Trust: Restorative Justice Strategies, Principles and Promising 
Practices | Fair and Just Prosecution | https://fairandjustprosecution.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/FJP.Brief_.RestorativeJustice.pdf  

 Crime Survivors Speak: The National Survey of Victims’ Views | Alliance for Safety 
and Justice | https://allianceforsafetyandjustice.org/crimesurvivorsspeak/ 

 
Returning Citizens 

 How To Improve Employment Outcomes for Young Adults Leaving Incarceration | 
Center for American Progress | https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-to-
improve-employment-outcomes-for-young-adults-leaving-incarceration/  

 Locked Out 2022: Estimates of People Denied Voting Rights | The Sentencing 
Project | https://www.sentencingproject.org/reports/locked-out-2022-estimates-of-
people-denied-voting-rights/ 

 
Victims’ Rights 

 Virginia Crime Victim and Witness Rights | Virginia State Crime Commission | 
http://vscc.virginia.gov/crime-victim-witness-rights-card-english.pdf  
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